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PARTFpart —COMPETHONREQUIREMENTS-. Competition

Requirements

6.001 Applicability.

6.002 Limitations.

6.003 Advocates for competition.

Subpart 6.1 - Presolicitation

6.101 Full and open competition.
6.102 Full and open competition after excluding sources.
6.102-1 Establishing or maintaining alternative sources.

6.102-2 Set-asides for small business concerns.

6.102-3 Set-asides for local firms during a major disaster or emergency.

6.103 Other than full and open competition.

6.103-1 Only one responsible source and no other supplies or services will satisfy agency
requirements.

6.103-2 Unusual and compelling urgency.

6.103-3 Industrial mobilization; engineering, developmental, or research capability; or expert
services.

6.103-4 International agreement.

6.103-5 Authorized or required by statute.

6.103-6 National security.

6.103-7 Public interest.

6.104 Justification and approval.

6.104-1 Justification content.
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6.104-2 Approval of justification.
Subpart 6.2 - [Reserved]

Subpart 6.3 - Postaward

6.301 Availability of the justification.

6.000 Scope of part.

This part prescribes policies and procedures te-prometefull-and-open-competitionin-the
aeqmﬁﬁeprpreeess—and%e—prewd%for full and open competltlon—fau—aﬂd—epe&eempeﬂﬁepr&ﬁer

6.001 Applicability.

This part applies to all acquisitions except—

(a) Contracts awarded usmg the 31mp11ﬁed acqulsltlon procedures of part 13-(butsee

(b) Contracts awarded using contracting procedures (other than those addressed in this
part) that are expressly authorized by statute;

(c) Contract modifications;- that are within the scope of the contract, including the
exeretse-ofexercising priced options that were evaluated as part of the original competition (see

+7207Hpart 17);
(d) Orders placed under requirements contracts or definite-quantity contracts;

(e) Orders placed under indefinite-quantity contracts that were entered into
purstantaccording to this part when—

(1) The contract was awarded under subpart6-1+6.101 or 6-26.102, and all
responsible sources were realistically permitted to compete for the requirements
contained in the order; or

(2) The contract was awarded under subpart-6-36.103, and the reguired
justification and approval, if required, adequately covers the requirements
contained in the order; or
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(f) Orders placed against task order and delivery order contracts entered into pursuantte
subpart+6-Saccording to part 16.

6.002 Limitations.

No agency shalmay contract for supplies or services from another agency for-the-purpese-of
avetdingto avoid the requirements of this part.

6.003 Advocates for competition.

(a) 41 U.S.C. 1705 requires the head of each executive agency to designate and resource
an advocate for competition for the agency and for each procuring activity of the agency.

(b) The advocate promotes full and open competition, promotes the acquisition of
commercial products and services, and challenges barriers to acquisition. The advocate reports

actions taken to increase competition to the senior procurement executive and chief acquisition
officer.

Subpart 6.1—Full-and-Open-Competition- Presolicitation

(a) Except as authorized by 6.102 and 6.103. contracting officers must obtain full and
open competition by using competitive procedures to solicit offers and award Government
contracts (see 10 U.S.C. 3201 and 41 U.S.C. 3301).

(b) Contracting officers shal-provideforfull-and-epen-competitionthreughmust use of

the competitive procedure(s)-contained-in-this-subpart-that-are, or combination of procedures,
best suited to the-eireumstances-of the-contractactionand-consistent-with-the need-toefficiently

fulfill the Gevernment'sGovernment’s requirements-effieienthy(10-U-5-C-320+-and-H-U-S-C-

|8
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3301. Competitive procedures include sealed bids, competitive proposals, and other procedures
explicitly authorized by statute.

(1) Sealed bids. For sealed bidding procedures, see part 14. Use sealed bids only
when the contracting officer has found that all of the following apply:

(i) Time permits staff to solicit, submit, and evaluate sealed bids;
(i1) The award will be made on the basis of price and other price-related

factors:

1i1) Discussion with bidders is unnecessary; and

(iv) Contracting officers reasonably expect to receive more than one
sealed bid.

(2) Competitive proposals. For competitive proposal procedures, see part 15.

(3) Other competitive procedures. The following procedures are also considered

competitive procedures (see 41 U.S.C. 152):

(1) Selection of sources for architect-engineer contracts according to the
provisions of 40 U.S.C. 1102 et seq.

(i1) Competitive selection of basic and applied research, as well as that

part of development not related to developing a specific system or
hardware procurement, if award results from—

(A) Proposals in response to a general solicitation or broad agency

announcement; and

(B) A peer review or scientific review of such proposals.

(ii1) Use of procedures established by the Administrator of General

Services for the multiple award schedule program of the General Services
Administration.

6.102 Full and open competition after
excluding sources.

The competitive procedures available for use in fulfilling the requirement for full and open
competition are as follows:

I~
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(a) Sealed bids. (See 6-46+6.401(a).)

(b) Competitive proposals. (See 6-461+6.401(b).) If sealed bids are not appropriate under
paragraph-(a)paragraph (a) of this section, contracting officers shall request competitive
proposals or use the other competitive procedures under paragraph-(e)-or(e)paragraph (c) or (d)

of this section.

(c) Combination of competitive procedures. If sealed bids are not appropriate, contracting
officers may use any combination of competitive procedures (e.g., two-step sealed bidding).

(d) Other competitive procedures.

(1) Selection of sources for architect-engineer contracts in accordance with the
provisions of 40 U.S.C. 1102 ef seq. is a competitive procedure (see subpart
36-6subpart 36.6 for procedures).

(2) Competitive selection of basic and applied research and that part of
development not related to the development of a specific system or hardware
procurement is a competitive procedure if award results from—-

(1) A broad agency announcement that is general in nature identifying
areas of research interest, including criteria for selecting proposals, and
soliciting the participation of all offerors capable of satisfying the
Gevernment'sGovernment’s needs; and

(i1) A peer or scientific review.

(3) Use of multiple award schedules issued under the procedures established by
the Administrator of General Services consistent with the requirement of 41
U.S.C. 152(3)(A) for the multiple award schedule program of the General
Services Administration is a competitive procedure.

)]
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6-2026.102-1 Establishing or maintaining alternative sources.

(a) Agencies may exclude a particular source from a contract action in order to establish
or maintain an alternative source or sources for the supplies or services being acquired if the
agency head determines that to do so would—-

(1) Increase or maintain competition and likely result in reduced overall costs for
the acquisition, or for any anticipated acquisition;

(2) Be in the interest of national defense in having a facility (or a producer,
manufacturer, or other supplier) available for furnishing the supplies or services in
case of a national emergency or industrial mobilization;

(3) Be in the interest of national defense in establishing or maintaining an
essential engineering, research, or development capability to be provided by an
educational or other nonprofit institution or a federally funded research and
development center;

(4) Ensure the continuous availability of a reliable source of supplies or services;
(5) Satisfy projected needs based on a history of high demand; or

(6) Satisfy a critical need for medical, safety, or emergency supplies.

(b)

(1) Every proposed contract action under the authority of paragraph-(ajparagraph
(a) of this section shall be supported by a determination and findings (D&F) (see
subpart +-71.5) signed by the head of the agency or designee. This D&F shall not
be made on a class basis.

(2) Technical and requirements personnel are responsible for providing all
necessary data to support their recommendation to exclude a particular source.

(3) When the authority in {a}Hparagraph (a)(1) of this section is cited, the
findings shall include a description of the estimated reduction in overall costs and
how the estimate was derived.

(@)
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Contracting officers may set aside acquisitions for small business concerns. This authority also
includes—

(a) Contract actions conducted under the Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and

Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) programs.

(b)

teContract actions set aside a-contract-aetion-for specific small business eeneernssocioeconomic

categories (see part 19).

7 -
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Contracting officers may set aside acquisitions for small business concerns. This authority also
includes—

(a) Contract actions conducted under the Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and

Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) programs.

19).

6%92—)under authorltles soemﬁed in thls sectlon ( see 10 U. S C. 3204 and 41 U S. C 3304).

(eb) Contracting without providing for full and open competition shalimust not be
justified on the basis of—

(1) A lack of advanee-planning by the requiring activity; or

(2) Concerns related to the amount of funds available (e-e—funds-will-expire-to
the agency or activity for the-acquisition-efsupplies-orserviees.

\O
1



6https://www.acquisition.gov/far-overhaul/far-part-deviation-guide/far-overhaul-part-6 (copied
2025.6.30)

(é¢) When not providing for full and open competition, the contracting officer shalmust
solicit offers from as many potential sources as is practicable under the circumstances.

(d) Except for contracts awarded under the authority of 6.103-5 and 6.103-7. an
acquisition under this section requires—

1) Consideration of all bids. proposals. quotations, or capability statements
received; and

(2) Justification and approval required by 6.104.

6-302-16.103-1 Only one responsible source and no other supplies or services will satisfy
agency requirements.

(a) Authority. 10 U.S.C. 3204(a)(1) or 41 U.S.C. 3304(a)(1).

(b) One responsible source. Agencies may contract without providing for full and open
competition when the supplies or services required by the agency are available from only one
responsible source and no other type of supplies or services will satisfy agency requirements. For
DoD, NASA, and the Coast Guard, this authority extends to situations where only a limited
number of responsible sources can satisfy agency requirements.
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(1c) Supplies erand serV1ces may be ee&s&dered—te%edeemed as available from only one
source :under this authority

under the following circumstances—
(A)-Pemeonstrates]) When an unsolicited research proposal shows a unique and

innovative concept (see definition at 2.101);-e+; the substance of which is not
otherwise available to the Federal Government and does not resemble the

substance of a pending competitive acquisition. For DoD, NASA, and the Coast

Guard, this authority extends to situations where a source demonstrates a unique
capability efthe-seuree-to provide the particular research services proposed:.

e&seef—aWhen awardlng follow-on contract for the contlnued development or
production of a major system or highly specialized equipment;-inehedingmajor
componentsthereofwhenttisHkely thatavwardteany-etherseuree and, for DoD
NASA, and the Coast Guard, for the continued provision of highly specialized

services, would result in—

(Ad) Substantial duplication of cost to the Government that is not expected
to be recovered through competition; or

(Bii) Unacceptable delays in fulfilling the agency's requirements.(See-1+0

(d) Application for brand-name descriptions. Except as authorized at 6.103-5, use
of brand-name descriptions, or specification of attributes peculiar to one

—_—
—
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manufacturer, prevents full and open competition and should only be used when
justified and approved according to 6.104. This does not apply to “brand name or
equal” descriptions as they provide for full and open competition.
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6-302-26.103-2 Unusual and compelling urgency.

(a) Authority. 10 U.S.C. 3204(a)(2) or 41 U.S.C. 3304(a)(2).

(a) Authority.

—
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(Zb) WhenUrgency. Agencies may contract without providing for full and open
competition when the agency's need for the supplies or services is of such an unusual and

compelling urgency that the Government would be seriously injured, financially or otherwise,
unless the agency is permitted to limit the number of sources from which it solicits bids or

proposals;ful-and-epen-competitionneed-not be provided-for.

(+c) Period of performance. The total period of performance of a contract greater than the
simplified acquisition threshold awarded or modified using this authority—

(1) May not exceed the time necessary—

(A1) To meet the unusual and compelling requirements of the work to be
performed under the contract; and

(Bii) For the agency to enter into another contract for the required goods
and services through theuse-ef-competitive procedures; and

(#2) May not exceed one year, including all options, unless the head of the agency
determines that exceptional circumstances apply. This determination—

(1) Is separate from the justification and approval for the use of the unusual
and compelling urgency authority and must be documented in the contract

file:;
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(i1) FreDoes not cover any subsequent modification that further extends
the period of performance, except for options included in the original
determination-shaH. Such extensions must be approved at the same level
as the level to which the agency head authority in paragraph (dW 1 i(ii) of
this-seetionis-delegatedoriginal determination.

(d) Documentation after award. The justification and approval for the use of this
authority, as well as the determination described in paragraph (c)(2) of this section, may be made
after contract award when making the determination before award would unreasonably delay the
acquisition.

6-302-36.103-3 Industrial mobilization; engineering, developmental, or research
capability; or expert services.

(a) Authority. 10 U.S.C. 3204(a)(3) or 41 U.S.C. 3304(a)(3).

te)yAuthority:

(2b) FuHdpplication. Agencies may contract without providing for full and open
competition need-notbe-providedfor-when it is necessary to award the contract to a particular

source or sources in order—

—_—
1
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(1) To maintain a facility, producer, manufacturer, or other supplier available for
furnishing supplies or services in case of a national emergency or to achieve
industrial mobilization;

(#2) To establish or maintain an essential engineering, research, or development
capability to be provided by an educational or other nonprofit institution or a
federally funded research and development center; or

(#3) To acquire the services of an expert or neutral person for any current or anticipated
litigation or dispute.
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6-302-46.103-4 International agreement.
(a) Authority. 10 U.S.C. 3204(a)(4) or 41 U.S.C. 3304(a)(4).

(b) International agreement. Agencies may contract without providing for full and open
competition when precluded by the—

—_—
1
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telcmsTerms of an international agreement or a treaty between the Un1ted States
and a foreign government or international organization;; or-the

(2) The written directions of a foreign government reimbursing the agency for the
cost of the-aequisitien-ofacquiring the supplies or services for such government.

(c) Limitations. ExeeptforContracts awarded by DoD, NASA, and the Coast Guard;

contractsawarded- using this authority shall-be-supperted-bydo not require the written
justifications and approvals described in 6-303-and-63046.104.

6-302-56.103-5 Authorized or required by statute.

(a) Authority. 10 U.S.C. 3204(a)(5) or 41 U.S.C. 3304(a)(5).

(a)Authority:

(2b) FuHAuthorized or required by statute. Agencies may contract without providing for
full and open competition reed-notbeprovided-forwhen—

(11) A statute expressly authorizes or requires that the acquisition be made
through another agency or from a specified source; or

(#2) The agency's need is for a brandnamebrand-name commercial product for

authorized resale- (e.g., commercial products for resale through commissaries).
This authority does not include other uses of brand name descriptions that



6https://www.acquisition.gov/far-overhaul/far-part-deviation-guide/far-overhaul-part-6 (copied
2025.6.30)

generally preclude full and open competition and are required to be addressed in
accordance with 6.103-1(d).

(be) Application. This authority may be used when statutes;such-as-the-foHowing;
expressly authorize or require that acquisition be made from a specified source or through

another agency. Examples include, but are not limited to:
(1) Federal Prison Industries (UNICOR) 18 UL.S.CL 4124 (see subpart 8.0).Sole-

source awards of certain socio-economic small business concerns (see 15 U.S.C.
chapter 14A); and

aw&rd&eve%Q—&m&%ea—{Sees&bpaﬂ—li)%—)SBlR or STTR programs for Phase I

(see 15 U.S.C. 638(r)(4)) or Phase II, when directly following a competitively
awarded initial Phase II award (see 15 U.S.C. 638(f)).

(ed) Limitations.

(1) FhisDo not use this authority shal-net-be-used-when a provision of law
requires an agency to award a new contract to a specified non-Federal
Government entity unless the provision of law specifically—

(1) Identifies the entity involved; and

il isitions. and

efdesglt e the merit-based selection procedures I e

US-C3105as-appropriate—However;this-10 U.S.C. 3201(e) for armed
services acquisitions or 41 U.S.C. 3105 for civilian agency acquisitions.

(2) This limitation does not apply—
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(A1) When the work provided for in the contract isa-centinuation
efcontinues the work performed by the specified entity under a preceding
contract; or

(Bii) To any contract requiring the National Academy of Sciences to
investigate, examine, or experiment upon any subject of science or art of
significance to an executive agency and to report on those matters to the
Congress or any agency of the Federal Government.

(e) With the exception of sole-source 8(a) contracts over $25 million (section 811 of

Public Law 111-84, 41 U.S.C. 3304 note). contracts awarded using this authority do not require

written justifications and approvals described in 6.104.

6-302-66.103-6 National security.

(a) Authority. 10 U.S.C. 3204(a)(6) or 41 U.S.C. 3304(a)(6).

(@)yAuthority:



6https://www.acquisition.gov/far-overhaul/far-part-deviation-guide/far-overhaul-part-6 (copied
2025.6.30)

(2b) National security. Full and open competition need not be provided for when the
diselosure-efdisclosing the agency's needs would compromise the-national security unless the
agency is-permitted-tocan limit the number of sources from which it solicits bids or proposals.

6:302-76.103-7 Public interest.

(a) Authority. 10 U.S.C. 3204(a)(7) or 41 U.S.C. 3304(a)(7).

(a)Authority:

(Zb) Public interest. Full and open competition need not be provided for when the agency
head determines that-it is not in the public interest #+-thefor that particular acquisition-eeneerned.

(c) Limitations.

(1) A written determination to use this authority shallmust be made in accordance
with subpart +-71.5, by
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Gir-the head of any-otherthe executive agency. FhisThe authority may not be
delegated_and the determination must not be made on a class basis.

(2) FheAgencies must notify Congress-shall-benotitied, in writing, of such
determination not essfewer than 30 days before award-efawarding the contract.

(3a) FheA justification and related-informationare-madepublie-after award-inaccordanee
with-6-305approval must support procedures under 6.103, except 6.103-5 and 6.103-7.

(e)b) Contracting officers require the support of the broader acquisition team when
making decisions regarding competition. Technical and requirements personnel are responsible

for providing, and certifying as accurate and complete, necessary data to support their
recommendation for other than full and open competition.

N9
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(de) Justifications required-by-paragraph(a)-ofthisseetienunder 6.103, except for 6.103-

7, may be made on an individual or class basis. Anyjustificationforcontracts-awarded-under-the
aa%hen&eﬁé%@%ﬁ—shal—l]ustlﬁcatlons under 6.103-7 may only be made on an 1nd1v1dual basis.

6%03—2—@6—&1?911{6.104-1 Justification content.

e . : y

(ba) AsAt a minimum, each justification;-exeept-thoseforsele-source-8(a)contracts-over
$25-mithien(seeparagraph(d)-of thisseetion)shal must include the following information:

(1) Identification of the agency and the contracting activity, and specific
identification of the document as a “Justification for other than full and open
competition.”

(2) Nature and/or description of the action being approved.

(3) A description of the supplies or services required to meet the agency's needs
(including the estimated value).

(4) An identification of the statutory authority permitting other than full and open
competition.

(5) A demonstration that the proposed contractor's unique qualifications or the
nature of the acquisition requires use-efusing the authority cited.

(6) A description of efforts made to ensure that offers are solicited from as many
potential sources as is-praetieablepossible, including whether a notice was or will
be publicized as required by subpart-52part 5 and, if not, which exception under
5:202part 5 applies.

[\
1



6https://www.acquisition.gov/far-overhaul/far-part-deviation-guide/far-overhaul-part-6 (copied
2025.6.30)

(7) A determination by the contracting officer that the anticipated cost to the
Government will be fair and reasonable.

(8) A-deseription-oftheThe market research conducted (see part 10) and the
results or a statement of the reason market research was not conducted.

(9) Any other facts supporting the-tise-efusing other than full and open
competition, such as:

(#11) When 6-:302-16.103-1 is cited for follow-on acquisitions as described
in 6:302-16.103-1(ac)(2)6), an estimate of the cost to the Government
that would be duplicated and how the estimate was derived.

as to theextent—aﬂd—nam%eef—th%hafm%whether and how much the
Government would be harmed.

(10) A listing of the sources, if any, that expressed;+a-w+iting- an interest in the
acquisition _in writing.

(11) A statement of the actions, if any, the agency may take to remove or
overcome any barriers to competition before any subsequent acquisition for the
supplies or services required.

(12) Contracting officer certification that the justification is accurate and complete
to the best of the contracting officer's knowledge and belief.

(db) Asa-minimum;-eachjustificationforaFor sole-source 8(a) eontractcontracts over
$25 million-shaH, the justification must include-the-felowing-information:

, at a minimum, the contents described at Qaragraghs ga)g 3 22 g LGH—A—deseﬁpﬁe&ef
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(34)-A, and (a)(7) of this section. It should also include a determination that the-tse
efusing a sole-source contract is in the best interest of the agency concerned_and any other

matters specified by agency procedures.

6-3046.104-2 Approval of t—he—justiﬁcation.

(a) The justification for other than full and open competition must be approved in writing.

Officials at a higher authority level may approve lower dollar justifications. For example, the
senior procurement executive as well as the head of the procuring activity may approve a $60

million justification. Approval levels are as follows:

Table 6-1. Approval authorities for other than full and open competition.

Value (including options) Approval authority

Contracting officer.
$750.000 or below Accomplished by certification required at 6.104(a)(12).

Advocate for competition.

>$750,000 - $15,000,000 Not delegable.

>$15.000.000 - $75.000.000 Head of the procuring activity.

(>15,000,000 - $100,000,000 May be delegated to a member of the armed services at
for DoD, NASA, and the the general or flag officer level or a civilian in a grade
Coast Guard) above the GS-15 (or equivalent) level.

[\
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Value (including options) Approval authority

Senior procurement executive.

S Not delegable, except in the case of the Under Secretary

~$75.000.000 Not delegable, exce .t 1n the case of tl.le Under Sfacreta
of Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment, acting as

(>$100.000,0000 for DoD, the senior procurement executive for the Department of

NASA, and the Coast Guard) Defense.

26 -
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(eb) A class justification for other than full and open competition shalmust be approved

in writing in accordance with agency procedures. The apprevallevel shall- be-determined-by-the
estimated total value of the class will determine the approval level.

(c) FheA justification must include the estimated dollar value of all options shal-be
inchaded-in-determinineto determine the approval level-efajustification.

Subpart 6.2- [Reserved]

Subpart 6.3- Postaward

6-3056.301 Availability of the justification.

(a) The agency shalmust make publicly available the justification required by 6-363-

16.104 as required by +0-U-S-€3204(H-and-H-U-S-C-3304(HExeceptfor-the-eircumstancesin
paragraphs{b)and-{e)ofthisseetionrthe- 10 U.S.C. 3204(f) and 41 U.S.C. 3304(f).

(b) The justification shalmust be made publicly available within 14 days after contract
award-, except—

(bHa-the-casc-ofacontractaward permitted-under-6:302-2 the justification
shall) Justifications under 6.103-2 must be posted within 30 days after contract
award-; and

(e2) I-the-ease-of-a-brand namejustifieationJustifications for brand-name
descriptions under 6:302-16.103-1(ed);thejustificationshall must be posted with
the solicitation (see 5-+02(a){6)part 5).

(é¢) The justifications shalmust be made publicly available—
(1) At the Government Point of Entry (GPE)-A#ps-svwn=san-gov;

(2) On the website of the agency, which may provide access to the justifications
by linking to the GPE; and

(3) MustremainpestedforFor a minimum of 30 days.

(ed) Contracting officers shalmust carefully screen all justifications for contractor
proprietary data and remove all such data, and such references and citations as are necessary to

\9}
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protect the proprietary data, before making the justifications available for public inspection.
Contracting officers shalmust also be guided by the exemptions to disclosure of information
contained in the Freedom of Information Act (5-H-S-€-5525 U.S.C. 552) and the prohibitions
against disclosure in 24-202part 24 in determrnrng whether the Justrﬁcatron or portrons of it, are

(¥e) The requrrements of paragraphs (a) through (dc) do not apply if postrng the
justification weu § 0 would
compromise national security or create other securlty rrsks
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